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state colleges by about $917,000, a l ittle less than...or a
little over $450,000 for each of the two fiscal years, and for
c ommunity c o l l e g e s i t wou l d b e a $1 . 6 m i l l i on r ed u c t i o n , a b ou t a
little over $800,000 for each of those two years. So the total
i mpact i s a mi n u s $ 3 3 m i l l i on . Toge t h e r , wi t h t he r ed u c t i o n o f
Senator Raikes yesterday on t he tobacco smoking program of
$6 mi l l i o n, t hat wou l d t ot a l a $39 mi l l i on r ed u c t i o n i f t hi s
were adopted together with Senator Raikes' prior amendmei.t. And
I guess t h e q u e s t i o n i s , w h y d o w e d o t hi s? Obv i o u s l y , I t hi nk
we' re lo ok i n g fo r ways t o b r i ng t hi s t oget h e r . We had . . . I
thought we had e x c e l l e n t d e b a t e ye s t e r d a y . We ea c h mi gh t have
our own op i n i on ab o u t w h e th er i t ' s pr odu c t i v e wh en we a c t u a l l y
pass something or don ' t pas s so m eth in g , bu t i n t h i s pr oces s we
have t o go t hr oug h , e s p e c i a l l y on a t ou g h b u dget l i ke t h i s , I
t hink w e' v e got t o go t hr ough s i gni f i ca nt debat e and
cons i d e r a t i o n o f ma ny i de a s . I t h i n k t he i de a t h a t we ' v e g o t t o
probably do some more carving in higher education, and also in
K-12 i s a co n c l u s i o n t h a t I hav e c ome t o , t he r e mi g ht be some
that would like to go mo re than th is and I think Senator
Wehrbein has an amendment that would do more than this, and some
probably d o n ' t w a n t t o do t hi s m u ch . Bu t i n an e f f or t t o wor k
at this and get it carved down some more, this is an idea that I
p resen t t o y o u . I h o p e t ha t t h e r e a r e o t h e r s w ho wi l l be
supportive of at least going this far. I w ould also like t o
respond maybe just a little bit out of context here, but it all
is related to the budget. I was up pretty early this morning
and, of course, I k new that there would be a considerable
reaction to the work last night on Senator Dwite Pedersen's
amendment, but I w as s urprised, I guess, to see some of the
comments that the Governor had with regard to the Appropriations
Committee and t h e w or k t h a t w e ' r e t r y i n g t o do he r e . '. think
t hat we a l l have t he same goal i n mi nd , a n d t h a t i s t o do
whatever i t t akes an d wh a te ver i s r espon s i b l e , t o b r i ng t h i s
b udget t oge t h e r a n d t o t ax t he p e o p l e t h e l ea s t a mount p o s s i b l e
while c o n t i n u i n g t o pr ov i d e t he k i nd o f he l p t o c i t i zen s t hat
can't help th emselves, and the kind of educational system that
has made this state what it is today. And that is in all of our
hearts , an d s o I t h i nk i t ' s un f ai r t o p r esum e any t h i n g el se .
And t o sa y t h a t t h e App r op r i a t i o n s C o mmi t t ee h as be e n b r e ak i ng
arms and stifling discussion is an absolute incorrect statement.
T hey have a right and a responsibility to s tand up for the i r
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